THE HOLY ROMAN EMPIRE.

CHAP. XV,
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alike were restored, and imperial vicars appointed every-
where : supported by the Avignonese pontiff, who dreaded
the restless ambition of his French neighbour, king Philip
IV, Henry had the interdict of the Church as well as the
ban of the Empire at his command. But the illusion of
success vanished as soon as men, recovering from their
first impression, began to be again governed by their ordi-
nary passions and interests, and not by an imaginative
reverence for the glories of the past. Tumults and revolts
broke out in Lombardy; at Rome the king of Naples
held St. Peter's, and the coronation must take place in
St John Lateran, on the southern bank of the Tiber.
The hostility of the Guelfic league, headed by the Flo-
rentines, Guelfs even against the Pope, obliged Henry to
depart from his impartial and republican policy, and to
purchase the aid of the Ghibeline chiefs by granting them
the government of cities. With few troops, and encom-
passed by enemies, the heroic Emperor sustained an
unequal struggle for a year longer, till, in A.D. 1313, he
sank beneath the fevers of the deadly Tuscan summer.
His German followers believed, nor has history wholly
rejected the tale, that poison was given him by a Domi-
nican monk, in sacramental wine.
Others after him descended from the Alps, but they
came, like Lewis the Fourth, Rupert, Sigismund, at the
behest of a faction, which found them useful tools for a
time, then flung them away in scorn; or like Charles the
Fourth and Frederick the Third, as the humble minions
of a French or Italian priest With Henry the Seventh
ends the history of the Empire in Italy, and Dante's book
is an epitaph instead of a prophecy. A sketch of its
argument will convey a notion of the feelings with which
the noblest Ghibelines fought, as well as of the spirit in